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Hot Startup: Adstringo’s algorithm is
powerful enough to compress file
size by 90%
Krithika Krishnamurthy, ET Bureau Mar 6, 2015, 04.11AM IST

BENGALURU: In the first few episodes of the HBO-
produced series Silicon Valley, a large company guns for a
bunch of geeks who have a compression algorithm that
could potentially turn the industry on its head.

Closer home in Mumbai is a company that may soon live
that scenario. Adstringo's algorithm can reduce the file size
of images, audios and videos by about 90% with no
noticeable loss.
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It all started two years ago when Mohan Chandrasekaran, former CTO of Reliance Capital, observed that
banks and insurance companies shied from opening branches in rural areas as it was expensive. There was
a large market to sell products to, but enterprises had no viable means to do so.

So, he designed an algorithm small enough to sit on a salesman's smart phone but powerful enough to
compress files by 90%. With it, enterprises, instead of having to set up outlets in rural areas, could just send
their employees to villages, who would capture photographs of documents from potential customers, and
compress and upload these to their database.

In other words, 'jugaad' personified. This is in contrast to compression algorithms that exist today. For
example, if you are uploading an image on Facebook, 3-4 MB files are transferred over the internet to
Facebook servers, which compress the files massively.

"We are nothing like WinZip or WinRar," said CEO Chandrasekaran, alluding to the two popular software
available for compression. Even websites that offer to do free compression online do it on their servers, not on
a mobile device.Adstringo's compression algorithm stays away from elements that capture one's attention:
objects, images and letters. It works on the white background in documents, or the dominant landscape,
such as the blue sky in images, heavily compressing the file but allowing the documents and images to
remain print-worthy.

"The quality is visually lossless, but technically lossy," said Chandrasekaran, who plans to soon patent his
algorithm.

While the company may well be sitting on a goldmine in the consumer market, it is targeting the enterprise
segment to capture more users in rural areas: for recording Know-your-customer documents, application
forms and more. "I found it unique as the algorithm could work across different file formats. From what I've
seen, players have known to compress just one or two formats so far," said angel investor Sanjay Mehta,
who invested Rs 5 lakh in the company in 2012.The two-year-old AdStringo's first customer was L&T
Finance, which now uses the company's software for a majority of its business.
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"Although we haven't benchmarked it with other solutions in the market, the latest version supports 90%
compression, andwe'rereally happyabout that," said Krishnan Venkateswaran, CIO of L&T Finance.

Club Mahindra, Johnson & Johnson and Liberty Insurance are also clients."I've seen Reliance grow from
scratch. That gives you the ambition to become the next Ambani," Chandrasekaran said.

16.1% 2014 Annuity Return
advisorworld.com/CompareAnnuities
True Investor Returns with no Risk. Find out how with our Free Report.

FEATURED ARTICLES

More:

IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
Rural Areas

Algorithm

Startups

Four essential Cs of a startup
entrepreneur
Successful entrepreneurs, according to
Wipro's Rishad Premji, get to the heart of
the customer’s pain point and then arrive at
a solution.

Foxconn takes to Snapdeal for startup
shopping
Business is now APPening for realty
brokers and buyers

Alternatives to equities

Here's why gentlemen should
prefer tax-free bonds
In the absence of fresh bond issues,
investors are buying existing debt
securities listed on the exchanges, which
offer better returns.

'Equities are safer today, but returns of
20-30% per annum not possible'
Are you investing smartly in real estate?

SPOTLIGHT

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/real-estate/news/are-you-investing-smartly-in-real-estate/articleshow/47694934.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion/interviews/equities-are-safer-today-but-returns-of-20-30-per-annum-not-possible-s-naren-icici-prudential-amc/articleshow/47688262.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/buy-listed-debt-securities-due-to-lack-of-fresh-issuances-as-they-offer-better-returns-than-fds/articleshow/47698063.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/buy-listed-debt-securities-due-to-lack-of-fresh-issuances-as-they-offer-better-returns-than-fds/articleshow/47698063.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/real-estate/news/growing-trend-apps-a-boon-for-realty-brokers-buyers-alike/articleshow/47683408.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/startups/taiwanese-company-foxconn-hunting-for-indian-startups-with-help-from-snapdeals-kunal-bahl-rohit-bansal/articleshow/47682962.cms
http://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/et-commentary/four-essential-cs-of-a-startup-entrepreneur/
http://blogs.economictimes.indiatimes.com/et-commentary/four-essential-cs-of-a-startup-entrepreneur/
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/keyword/algorithm
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/keyword/rural-areas
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Krishnan%20Venkateswaran
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CCiqWK1qBVZm_EsmDMYjvvqgEuMeGpgSIgqTH3wH4t5LoSxABIO3SmyFgyYb-i8yk1BmgAZKLpvYDyAEBqQJUH7_jYzirPqgDAcgDwwSqBN0BT9B3i9Xsxfn0oRG6XEizjGaSU9sz5q6pFCH0to-dTWN3hhD5MFDI2jU0Q4oypM41qggAsG_aqQkTsnZt6B3kU7p3RW5LcQPJl0OXq3LdGVka3jawYL14Egpq62M9ZdS0sqY1s9XndENqJjmXKb72_3xKAySgDfwF6Ux4aVPkWptXWV0mYyHFyiRPER6xioGEGzoiw6v0RHaWn1RJsvD2uT4jzyK7MnLJtFtC5jMVS6NGLPn5KM-fPn35SWcZu_ezdLlgRtWRKQC4Sbp_CsrplmWbiVt89IDDY4eMpGqAB9b02QmoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_34vuBzVtEWsgZQ-QMt8eYlKmw7Xg&client=ca-pub-8415620659137418&adurl=http://annuities.advisorworld.com/highest-annuity-returns-2014/%3Futm_source%3DAWGOOG%26utm_campaign%3Ddefannratcon161
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CCiqWK1qBVZm_EsmDMYjvvqgEuMeGpgSIgqTH3wH4t5LoSxABIO3SmyFgyYb-i8yk1BmgAZKLpvYDyAEBqQJUH7_jYzirPqgDAcgDwwSqBN0BT9B3i9Xsxfn0oRG6XEizjGaSU9sz5q6pFCH0to-dTWN3hhD5MFDI2jU0Q4oypM41qggAsG_aqQkTsnZt6B3kU7p3RW5LcQPJl0OXq3LdGVka3jawYL14Egpq62M9ZdS0sqY1s9XndENqJjmXKb72_3xKAySgDfwF6Ux4aVPkWptXWV0mYyHFyiRPER6xioGEGzoiw6v0RHaWn1RJsvD2uT4jzyK7MnLJtFtC5jMVS6NGLPn5KM-fPn35SWcZu_ezdLlgRtWRKQC4Sbp_CsrplmWbiVt89IDDY4eMpGqAB9b02QmoB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_34vuBzVtEWsgZQ-QMt8eYlKmw7Xg&client=ca-pub-8415620659137418&adurl=http://annuities.advisorworld.com/highest-annuity-returns-2014/%3Futm_source%3DAWGOOG%26utm_campaign%3Ddefannratcon161
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2002-11-02/news/27338141_1_transaction-costs-gdp-ratio-export-import-bank
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2011-02-10/news/28429401_1_price-war-sales-incentives-incentive-spending
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2012-06-08/news/32124237_1_software-companies-facebook-s-ipo-internet-companies
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2011-02-05/news/28432182_1_debt-limit-debt-ceiling-ben-bernanke
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-01-22/news/58344226_1_girl-child-beti-bachao-beti-padhao-male-child
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2010-08-19/news/28663093_1_e-reader-wink-e-books
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-01-22/news/58344226_1_girl-child-beti-bachao-beti-padhao-male-child
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-01-22/news/58344226_1_girl-child-beti-bachao-beti-padhao-male-child
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-03-29/news/60603022_1_7th-central-pay-commission-cabinet-secretary-indian-railways
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-03-29/news/60603022_1_7th-central-pay-commission-cabinet-secretary-indian-railways
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-03-01/news/59642270_1_swavalamban-scheme-national-pension-system-2-lakh
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2015-03-01/news/59642270_1_swavalamban-scheme-national-pension-system-2-lakh
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2feconomictimes.indiatimes.com%2fsmall-biz%2fstartups%2fhot-startup-adstringos-algorithm-is-powerful-enough-to-compress-file-size-by-90%2farticleshow%2f46473087.cms%3ffrom%3dmdr&id=ma-150617072950-95044f66
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

© 2 01 5  Ben n ett ,  Colem a n  & Co. Ltd.  A ll r ig h ts r eser v ed In dex  by  Key w or d|In dex  by  Da te

Fed warns of catastrophe if $14.3-trn debt limit

not raised

Taxes

More from The Economic Times
PM Modi to launch missions for 100 smart
cities, 500 AMRUT cities this… 05 Jun 2015

Government to bring in ordinance to amend
Negotiable Instruments Act 10 Jun 2015

Should investors purchase these beaten-
down stocks? 12 Jun 2015

Nestle's damage control act: Shivani Hegde
comes back to rescue brand Maggi 06 Jun 2015

Promoted stories
Investing the Soros Way (for Only $1,000K)
Forbes

Sanctions Against Russia Have Taken Their
Toll on the Economy ThinkAdvisor

The decision that changed Microsoft – for
good Microsoft

Moore’s Law Catching up to Latest Intel
Core Processor iQ by Intel

Recommended by

Readers' opinions (2)

Sort by: Newest | Oldest

12 Mar, 2015 09:33 AM
posixguru (Chennai) 

There are plenty of lossy compression algorithms like this copy cat available in the open source community. This news is just for non techy
laymanwoman to say wow india. Indians are best copy cats and this is no exception. If you need something to start with then come to open source.
LINUX/UNIX/POSIX will serve you to rule.

06 Mar, 2015 08:30 AM
Jon (Vancouver) 

I do hope that the founders patent their technology extensively in developed country markets. Publicity should always come after broad patents
(especially US patents) have been granted on the technology.
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